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SUBJECT: TURKISH RELATION TO GREEK MEMORIAL TO ICJ ON 
AEGEAN DISPUTE 

REF: THE HAGUE 3677 (DTG 191427Z JUL 77) 

1 . DURING A RECENT CALL BY EMBOFF ON RIZA TURMEN, MFA SECTION 
CHIEF IN CHARGE OF LAW OF THE SEA AND AEGEAN MATTERS, TURMEN 
SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO REQUESTS ON EITHER SIDE TO RENEW THE 
GREEK-TURKISH TALKS ON AEGEAN QUESTIONS, AND THAT THE TURKS 
WOULD NOT REQUEST A RESUMPTION OF THE TALKS UNTIL THEY HAD HAD 
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MORE TIME TO ANALYZE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE MEMORIAL PRESENTED 
JULY 18 BY GREECE TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ). 

HE SAID THAT, LARGELY DUE TO THE GREEK PRESENTATION OF A MEMORIAL, 
HE DID NOT EXPECT TO SEE A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE AEGEAN 
DISPUTES UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

2. THE JULY 18 GREEK MEORIAL TO THE ICJ ON THE QUESTION OF 
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THE COURT'S JURISDICTION OVER THE AEGEAN DISPUTES RESTED 
MAINLY, ACCORDING TO TURMEN, ON TWO POINTS: 

(A) THE 1928 CONVENTION ON THE PACIFIC SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES; 

AND (B) THE DEMIREL-CARAMANLIS COMMUNIQUE OF 1975. TURMEN 
SAID HE FELT THAT THE GREEKS HAD A VERY WEAK CASE, FIRST 
BECAUSE THE GREEKS THEMSELVES, WHEN THEY RATIFIED THE 1928 
AGREEMENT, HAD ATTACHED A RESERVATION STATING THAT THE AGREEMENT 
WOULD NOT COVER TERRITORIAL QUESTIONS AFFECTING GREECE AND, IN 
ANY CASE, THE CONTINUED VALIDITY OF THE 1928 AGREEMENT ITSELF 
WAS QUESTIONABLE. SECOND, ALTHOUGH IN THE 1975 COMMUNIQUE 
DEMIREL HAD AGREED THAT GREECE AND TURKEY MIGHT JOINTLY TAKE THE 
QUESTION TO THE ICJ, THIS DID NOT MEAN THAT THE QUESTION WOULD 
BE TAKEN TO THE ICJ BEFORE THERE HAD BEEN FULL NEGOTIATIONS AND, 

IN ANY CASE, GREECE'S UNILATERAL APPLICATION TO THE COURT WAS 
NOT THE JOINT APPLICATION DISCUSSED IN THE COMMUNIQUE. 

3. TURMEN SAID THAT THE GREEK DECISION TO PRESENT ITS MEMORIAL 
AS SCHEDULED JULY 18 RATHER THAN SEEK A NEW POST- 
PONEMENT WOULD HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR THE AEGEAN 
NEGOTIATIONS. SINCE IT IS INCONSISTENT BOTH TO CARRY ON BILATERAL 
NEGOTIATIONSAND TO HAVE A COURT CASE PENDING AT THE SAME TIME. 

THE MAIN PROBLEM WAS THAT SINCE THE JUDICIAL MACHINERY HAD 
BEEN ENGAGED, EACH SIDE WOULD BE TAILORING ITS REMARKS 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS ACCORDING TO HOW THEY THOUGHT THE COURT 
CASE WOULD BE AFFECTED. AS A RESULT, REAL NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE. ALTHOUGH THE GREEKS HAD NOT BEEN COMMITTED IN 
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WRITING TO CONTINUOUS POSTPONEMENT OF THE ICJ CASE OR TO ITS 
WITHDRAWAL, TURMEN FELT THAT IT HAD BEEN IMPLICIT IN THE BERN 
AGREEMENT OF 1976 THAT THE GREEKS WOULD NOT PROCEED WITH THE 
COURT CASE AS LONG AS NEGOTIATIONS WERE CONTINUING. HE SAID THAT 
THERE WAS NO LIKELIHOOD THAT TURKEY WOULD ASK FOR A POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE PRESENTATION OF ITS MEMORIAL TO THE COURT AND. ALTHOUGH HE 
AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE AT ANY TIME FOR GREECE TO 
WITHDRAW ITS CASE, ESPECIALLY WHILE ONLY THE COURT'S JURIS- 
DICTION WAS BEING CONSIDERED, HE SAID HE HAD SEEN NO INDICATION 
THAT GREECE WAS LIKELY TO DO SO. 
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